ASLACTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES – Parish Council Meeting 6th May 2025

Venue: St Michael’s Church, Aslacton

Commencement:  7.30 p.m.

Clerk:  Nicole Ollett, Waterloo Barn, Tibenham 
 07414222878 : aslactonparishclerk@outlook.co.uk

	Present:
	Louise Thurgar (LT), Andrew Tempest (AT), Janine Jarrett (JJ), Sue Bancroft (SB),Sally Wilkinson (SW), Charlotte Bennett (CB), Keith Broomhall (KB) the Clerk (NO), County Cllr  Catherine Rowett (CR)and 9 members of the public

	1. Apologies for absence
	Suzanne Wateridge - District Councillor

	2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of 4th March 2025

	The minutes of the meeting of 5th March 2025 were proposed as correct by AT and seconded by JJ. The minutes were approved by the Members. 

	3. Election of Chairman & Vice-Chairman
	LT – stepping down. AT stood up as chairman – proposed by SB, LT seconded. JJ stood up as vice chairman - proposed by AT, LT seconded – unanimously agreed


	3. Matters arising from the minutes of 4th March 2024
	The following matters arising were discussed

	3a. Housing Estate Church Road
	AT – PC met and discussed objections and formulated a detailed 8 page report. Size, design and key factors such as flooding and sewerage have been addressed. As discussed in AGM this will be publicly posted on Aslacton Newsletter Facebook and will be showing on the planning portal in a few days – this is being sent to SNDC tomorrow. Aslacton was marked for a development of houses and have asked to sit down with planners around options suitable for the area. LT queried if we have already met the need with other developments in the local cluster – Suzanne Wateridge would know this and to contact and support. Will wait for a meeting with SNDC to discuss further and link in with SW.

	3b.  Hedge Issues near Downsland Park 
	 JJ  South Norfolk flood officer has worked with the land owner and the ditch was cleared. Work to cut hedges back will be carried out once bird nesting season is complete by land owner.

	3c.20mph Speed limit
	AT – Keep on agenda but awaiting for confirmation from Highways for next steps.

	3d. South Village notice board
	JJ – Current notice board location not safe. NO - confirmed this can be used for CIL expense as improvement to village. JJ -Village sign will use most of the cost of current cil budget. Notice board is approximate £850 plus installation costs. NO -Audit has highlighted money in the bank is high and would be possible to cover costs. JJ – Street furniture license required and we can look at relocation rather than a new sign. AT – old notice board movement required for safer position– unanimously agreed. Location to be confirmed by email. KB can support with moving the sign if required. JJ Could use current notice board if possible. JJ Arrange site location then agreed will apply for a street license then next steps.

	3e. Bonfires Model Farm
	   NO – In contact with SB and speaking with south Norfolk council officer in charge of complaint – Evidence has been sent. JJ – Flood officer did witness one of the bonfires and is looking at crime prevention notices as no bonfires during dry conditions – they are also in touch with the land owner.     

	3f. Land next to Claylans, Sneath Road
	JJ – Applicant agent has not replied to PC letter regarding foul water pit – Aaron Pritty at SNDC has been contacted regarding this. Anglian water have also tried review this. KB – it has been reported the pond has dried up.

	3g. East Pie Solar Scheme
	NO – Objections sent and shared with other PCs.

	3h. New battery for composting toilet
	LT – All done, action complete replacement not required as charged up and working.

	3i. Hedging issues Mill Lane
	 LT – Approached and no update. JJ – Should we take more action. LT – going to re approach first. Action by highways has previously been attempted to no resolution.

	3j. Flooding to bottom of pottergate
	AT – Trench was dug. LT – Tony Tunmore will return in the summer with a digger to further dig out. Will follow up in summer.

	3K. Anglian Water update re Wash Lane
	JJ – Meeting arranged with various agencies, SNDC Flood officer, NCC, Anglian Water and myself – surface water around Aslacton and Great Moulton can not escape properly due to ditches filled, pipes rerouted or made smaller. Surface water has no where to escape to,it will go into the road and into the manhole covers. Station Road nearly got flooded they had to pull up man covers – SNDC flood officer advised it does not have enforcement powers – NCC does have enforcement but he can not enforce until flooding in a property occurs. JJ will work alongside Great Moulton PC to identify the landowners and request the repiran legal duties to clean / uncover ditches.

	4. Clerks Report

4a. Payments and Receipts


	The Clerk reported the following receipts and payments

Payments required

Clarks wages                                        £250.00

Unity Trust Bank Charges                     £6.00
Internal Audit                                         £90.00

Norfolk Association of Local Councils   £171.66

Insurance renewals – Clear Councils    £508.77

Receipts              

2025/26 Precept, 1st Instalment               £ 2892.50

Payment of the outstanding invoices unanimously agreed.   
 The Clerk reported a current bank balance of £23,320.61 on 6/5/25



	4b. Approval of 2023/24 accounts
	The accounts for 2024/25 had been sent to each Councillor for consideration prior to the meeting. AGAR forms reviewed and signed by AT. Exemption signed as accounts under 25k. Governance statement read and agreed.

The accounts were proposed for approval by JJ, seconded by AT and approved unanimously

	4c. Audit
	NO – As discussed early advised the amount in the bank is high. Advised that a budget was not clear / shared in the minutes clearly for public. AT – although this was discussed it was not clearly minuted as a budget format. NO - A couple of policy's have been identified and working with JJ to review at next PC for sign off. Payroll via HMRC not run see next point. 


	4d. PAYE
	NO – Payroll needs to be run for the clerk – this is free from HMRC but has not been processed since taking on new clerk and may result in a fine for late submission. AT best to run payroll as chair and meet with clerk as part of the financial reviews policy. Unanimously agreed.



	5. Village Sign
	JJ -  Hope the sign will go to the foundry in 6/7 weeks to be produced and then will be sent to be painted. Time capsule and plaque to be considered. Pictures shared and all agreed on – 4 voted for round 2 square 2 and will now get quotes. LT proposed – CB seconded. Weybread option picked – 3 quotes from builders to be gained. Furniture license already in place. Aslacton charities to be approached on cost support - Unanimously agreed. Clerk to send a letter for the charities to request.



	6. Planning for the Paddocks, Wash Lane
	 JJ – PC sent letter asking for surface and sewerage procedures but not showing on portal still ongoing. NO – Sent to Gordon Sutherland direct also sent to generic mail box. If no action clerk to follow up next week.



	7. BESS
	 JJ – objection letter has been sent in. Environmental impact assessment has been requested and a formal objection sent. This was shared with other PCs.

	8. Report from the footpath warden
	SW – no official report as footpaths ok. Only one of concern near Rose cottage / Woodrow lane. Fence has been places causing the issues. Difficult to climb through / over. LT to speak with Tony and investigate further.

Cutting required at footpath 6 – overgrown and needing the land over to maintain – SW will contact to request. AT will check for any contact details.



	9. New planning matters since March meeting
	None.

	10.Reports from County Councillor & District Councillor
	Shared prior to meeting with PC. CR discussed at APM.

	11. AOB
	JJ – whilst at flood meeting NCC and SDNC found a hazard on road side there is an exposed electric cable and cable loop – with a black pipe broken – yellow and green wires are probably earth but do not touch. Loop is a slip and trip hazard. EDF sent an engineer 15th April to inspect – he said that he will go back and confirm. JJ chased last week that the BT green box should go the otherside of the footpath on Chrisy Rumbelows land. Currently chasing this up and a sign will be put up as EDF did cover but someone has moved the fence up. JJ will add some signs up to make safe and has put on Facebook page.

JJ – Planning next to Coopers close no response to PC request around sewerage of surface water. Option to connect to Coopers close or a treatment plant. Have asked for clarification of which.

Report from the Coronation read out by representative. Summary – Period of change in trustees with vacancies. Successful events held and some future events planned.



	12. Date of next meeting
	The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 1st July 2025 commencing at 7.30 pm

	
	There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.40pm. 

	
	



