ASLACTON PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Council Meeting 9th September 2025

Venue: St Michael’s Church, Aslacton

Commencement:  7.30 p.m.

Clerk:  Nicole Ollett, Waterloo Barn, Tibenham 
 07414222878 : aslactonparishclerk@outlook.co.uk

	Present:
	Louise Thurgar (LT)(Left at point 7), Andrew Tempest (AT), Janine Jarrett (JJ), Sue Bancroft (SB),Sally Wilkinson (SW), Charlotte Bennett (CB), the Clerk (NO), Suzanne Wateridge - District Councillor, Catherine Rowlett County Councillor and 9 members of the public

	1. Apologies for absence
	Keith Broomhall 

	2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of 6th May 2025

	The minutes of the meeting of 6th July 2025 were proposed as correct by JJ and seconded by SB. The minutes were approved by the Members. 

	3. Matters arising from the minutes of 4th March 2024
	The following matters arising were discussed

	3a. Housing Estate Church Road
	AT – JJ and I had a meeting with SNDC Tim Baker planning officer. currently planning applications on hold due to Anglian water due to Whitlingham plant can not cope with level of sewerage – Anglian water have proceed with legal routes to stop planning applications affected. this has also been refereed up to the inspectorate who is reviewing all different cluster developments in planning currently under section 18. there maybe alternative sites locally and brownfield sites more suitable but all will be held until Anglian water resolved.  inspectorate meeting to be arranged proposed SW by and seconded by LT. Clerk to action arrange a meeting / contact with inspectorate
JJ – .Last night Dan Jones from Silvery properties telephoned me at home. He said he had heard that i was vice chair and congratulated me. He said he knew we had a new parish council and that Geoff and others were no longer involved. I said yes he was right. nothing like a new broom. He said he knew we had a parish council meeting tomorrow (tonight) and he was more than happy to come along and assist with any queries we had about the church road development. I said that was very good of him but in reality it was all down to SNDC planning and other interested parties now so i could not see the point of him coming. He gave me his mobile telephone number should we (pc) have any questions in the future


	3b.  Hedge Issues near Downsland Park 
	NO - Hedge still not cut. LT Nesting season completed 1st September so can now be cut. JJ –  Clerk to action letter to sent to land owners after September if works not completed.


	3c.20mph Speed limit
	AT – Invited Steve a parishioner to discuss. Steve has written To Adrian Ramsay who has advised to put in a fresh application. 20 is plenty for us website with information to support to apply for proposal. JJ – Will be putting the scheme in the right place with the support from the PC. Highways officer to be the best contact for a 20 zone change. CR – TRO (Traffic Regulation Order which is needed to change speed) costs around £14000 so would need to look at funding - 20mp are not allowed in the Road Safety Fund and you would loose the enforcement in Norfolk. NO – We have a SAM2 Device will have data on speed / volumes that maybe useful for our case. JJ – Geoff Gamble arranged this so maybe a good contact. AT – AT & Steve will take the lead on this with the PC support to get the wheels in motion. Proposed LT seconded by SW. Clerk to action find data from SAM2 device in village currently and look at a fresh application and 20 is plenty information.

	3d. South Village notice board
	JJ – We now have a street furniture license to move the noticeboard from the end of Plantation road to top of Sneath road. Quotation from Carpenter to remove sign fit with safety glass one side locking section – 2 x new oak posts and re-stain and install for £705-£1000 NO – Advise we get 2 more quotes to compare unanimously agreed.

	3e. Bonfires Model Farm
	SB – no fires recently but a pille of waste building, no electrical items currently. Been hot and dry so not had any fires. JJ – Richard Craze  Environment agency contact to send details of any reports, contact information with the clerk if needed.

	3f. NCC Funding for Highways
	JJ – Closing date 1st December.  Possibly considering hep with footpaths as an option. Information has been circulated on what is accepted. AT – signs / gates Welcome to Aslacton similar to Tivestshall. LT – Like the idea were would we locate them as we are spread out. JJ – Maybe a good consideration with reducing speed. SW – Ideal were the 30mph notices are on the sheet as some issues with speed. LT – to identify locations. JJ – to research costs / options and share email. JJ – long term maintenance needs to be considered as they will need washing.  Unanimously agreed.



	3g. East Pie Solar Scheme
	AT – Was asked if we would join other parishes to send joint letter to local MP – AT did attend meeting but was changed due to holiday season. Being rearranged for 23rd September now AT unable to attend this date. We have supported Hempnall and shared this. The local MP is saying he supports East Pie but will object Tasway. All in agreement to carry on objections. JJ can attend meeting if needed.

	3h. EDF
	JJ – Finally EDG rectified poor workmanship and buried the cables at the correct depth over Brian Kemps land – this work has managed to block the end of this ditch. Luckily highways were present last week and they will try and rod through into the culvert and clear.



	3i. Hedging issues Mill Lane
	 LT – Been unable to contact could clerk send a letter. NO - please share address to make contact. Clerk to Action letter.


	3j. Flooding to bottom of pottergate
	AT – No further update LT – It was dug out so it will run through. AT – It was a lot better in recent heavy rain. LT as its improved consider removing this. AT will check in with T.Tunmore.



	3K. Anglian Water update re Wash Lane
	 JJ  - Anglian water report/flood report/highways report – 9.9.25
whilst out with Anglian water, flood authority and highways last Wednesday it was identified

1) the heads to Claylands pond appear to be blocked which is why the pond has dried up. concern was expressed by all due to the question – if the water cannot get into the pond it must be going somewhere?

this led to the investigation of the ditch and land on the south side of Sneath road (Michael Aldridge’s land). it was identified this ditch needs cleaning out and SNC flood officer will be contacting the land owner to request this.

in addition to this fly tipping (grass cuttings) was identified at the end of the ditch that gave them concern as this in time may affect the effectiveness of the ditch. it may be that the landowner whilst clearing the ditch might clear this area. the pc could ask Michael to do this?.

Another area in the street was then identified as another area of fly tipping but this it believed to have been caused by highways or their contractors when they cleared an overhanging tree in august away. Some building materials were also identified to have been fly tipped into this verge. The dumped folage/branches are a nuisance especially as it is where it is recommended a grip be installed. to this end i have contacted highways to have this foliage/branches etc removed. Since then i have had a reply from highways who state it is their job to cut down branches etc when being a danger to the highway. which they did. however it is not their job to clear the debris away as it belongs to the landowner and could be seen as theft. it is for the landowner to clear the debris away. highways said they are happy to do so but would charge the landowner. highways have advised that the parish council write to the owners of street farm. In the past the owners of street farm deny any their are responsible for the ditch/ stream. snc flood officer has referred us to street farm’s planning application which shows clearly they own the ditch/stream. snc flood officer will be writing to street farm requesting they clear out the ditch to enable the water to flow easily. Highways have also provided a plan showing that they are only responsible for the green hatched area on this plan. which does not include the ditch. What is recommended for the ditch semi opposite Jayne Betteridge’s is that it be dug out to the hedge starting from the road side just below the road surface and graduating down to approx 18” to the hedge. this will give the water a chance to flow. highways have said they will put in a concrete slope coming off the highway to help the water run down into the stream. two areas were also identified for grips to be installed. as mentioned the biggest grip is where the fly tipping is which is opposite the supply store. they recommend a nice and wide grip here leading down into the stream.and another simple one quite close to the speed sign post. also a grip opposite lisa’s and next door to conker tree. here the land is 50/50 landowner and highways. There also appears to be a culvert in the ditch (this is where the EDF problem was). Anglian water will get it checked out and if necessary get it jetted out. It was also identified that all that verge running alongside street farm except 1 metre from the roadside is the responsibility of the owners of street farm under riparian law.

linked to all of this is there is a red dot on a tree opposite wendy municila’s. in view that two trees have come down this year in this vicinity it is obviously a hazard. as this is street farm’s land snc flood officer when writing to them about the ditch will request they deal with the dangerous tree. normally when you have a tree with a red dot highways the landowner is told that it is their riparian duty to deal. chris rumbelow is a good example of this and i know louise has been approached in the past. Worlds end ditch needs cleaning out and i believe the snc flood officer will be writing to the houses down there. i am advised that as it is mainly an un-adopted road it is the responsibility of the properties down there. Out of interest the direction of the surface water pipe in Sneath road goes up to station road which the ditch does also, which is why the corner of Sneath road/plantation has not flooded over the years. SNC flood officer will be writing to street farm owners to request they carry out some works along the stream to ensure the stream runs properly and does not get clogged up. There is a concrete pipe that runs across the stream which is believed to contain power cables. this acts like a mini dam and needs to be watched. it would not take a lot of effort to clear the odd bit of debris that gets caught there but again snc flood officer will request this in the letter to street farm owners. At this meeting i received guidance as to how long and deep etc the ditch needs to be cleared and where two grips should be installed. I initially contacted 3 groundsmen to provide a quote but only one has been professional to respond namely Mark. i will link up with Mark and show him what is involved so mark can provide a quotation to us for this work. Highways have confirmed once the grips have been installed, they will put them onto their maintenance programme/list. they have also confirmed they will install a small concrete ledge at the start of the ditch beside the road to assist clearing the water off the road. Generally SNC deals with surface and sewerage aspects of small developments not Anglian water or NCC. Regarding Michael Aldrige’s application I am advised he can put a culvert under the proposed access way to his development in the ditch but not allowed to pipe the ditch hence the request this ditch be cleared out.
NO – Could grips come under the grant? JJ – Not sure on this.

JJ – Highways will maintain the grips if we let them know were these are placed if we put these in ourselves but will not purchase them.

LT – This was always a bank and has all grown up in the last 40 years at Street Farm. Would be better and safer as a grass verge. JJ – Flood officer is making contact with appropriate landowners.



	4. Clerks Report

4a. Payments and Receipts


	The Clerk reported the following receipts and payments

Payments required

Clarks wages                                      £250.00

Unity Trust Bank Charges                  £6.00

Receipts              

Sign Donation from Aslacton Charities £500

Payment of the outstanding invoices unanimously agreed.   

The Clerk reported a current bank balance of £15162.92 on 1/9/25
Expecting the next Precept payment from SNDC in the next month.



	
	 

	5. Village Sign
	JJ – Sign was delivered 2/3 weeks ago PC viewed this and are all really pleased. Thank you to charities and Simpsons Malt and other supporters donations.  Quotations back -Mark Bancroft £2440 installation mid October and David Green £27750 plus vat late October. AT – Quickest and best price with local resistant is Mark Bancroft – Prosed AT and seconded by JJ.

JJ – PC suggested to have time capsule in the plinth with items from school placed inside. School unable to support with cost. £342 – sponsor is possible to support cost. PC is happy to support this. 2- 3 week delivery. All agreed.

District Councillor and County Councillor maybe able to support with cost under grants.

JJ – Village sign opening ceremony. Chair to do a speech. Oldest or youngest person to help with unveiling. Certificate for youngest and invite to open the capsule in 25 years time a possibility. 

LT -  have both – youngest at school or village.

JJ – Aslacton school capsule so best to have someone who attends the school.

LT – can find out the youngest person who lives in Aslacton.

Criteria all agreed – Youngest Aslacton resident who attends Aslacton Primary School. Oldest person who lives in the village also.

NO – half term is end of October so may need to consider unveiling. Beginning of November.

JJ – Plaque wording – example – Erected on date by APC and from kind contributions from villagers. Any other wording please email me the wording.



	6. Planning for the Paddocks, Wash Lane
	NO – Now Approved LT – We owned as a family ongoing planning issues since this and constantly denied. Frustrating this has now been approved. 



	7. BESS
	SW – District Councillor – This is going to committee towards the end of this year and a case has will be put forward. Highway issues with roads and many issues raised.



	8. Verges
	Carried forward for update in November by LT JJ – South side of Sneath Road grass area has been a public toilet for dogs. I will be reminding people to pick up there dog poo and there is a dust bin at Sheval Close.
Resident raised issues with verge side opposite school Saffron possible owned? JJ – Is this not owned by SNC. Resident usually a contractor or Saffron van. Clerk to action contact with Saffron / Council 

	9. Report from the footpath warden
	SW – Reported to NCC missing post on footpath 15 by Webbs. Automated system but logged. Not visited but still believe there is a blockage at T.Tunmores field – fence in the way and not able to climb over. AT – Weeds have been cleared but fence still preset. Possibly needs a gate and remove of the fence. SW – livestock are not near the footpath so they don’t need a fence so its a blockage. JJ – has contact details for land owners to share with SW. AT – Loke has been cut and much improved. I did the Fen with my strimmer. SW – Crops gone from field Church road / Pottergatre emailed Land agent and advised footpath not been respected they said they would talk to tenant all been cropped and muck spread so waiting to see what happens once drilled if thoroughly cropped I will contact land agent.



	10. New planning matters since March meeting
	Giltedge Farm, Hill Road Tibenham – JJ -Extend and enlarge bungalow – water directive policy not needed as surface water has always gone into the ditch and then through to the TAS they also have a Septic Tank referred to in the application. No objections all agreed.

	11. Coopers close Footpath - Update
	JJ – Last property not sold. Contact will update us when last hold sold so paths costs of 50% can be claimed.


	12. Planning for land to South of Church Road (Mr & Mrs Calver) update
	JJ – Update from SNC believe foul water is expected to link in to sewerage pipes of Coopers Close.

Applicant present – Surface water has soak away on driveway. All now addressed with planning and awaiting decision. Council had a time extension which has been and gone. Revised plans all now on the portal.

No objections all agreed supportive.



	13. The Rangers
	JJ – NO and I have tracked down the rangers and NO has details to link around Sept to discuss needs of village. Need to discuss what we would like them to do. Example unblocked a gully in The street, Pottergate, Wash and Woodrow lane going back a year ago. What the rangers can do – priories are the essentials safety on the highways network and associated paths these can be pot holes, regular incidents of standing or flooding water, additional inspection of gulleys and grips, ensuring viability of highway signs and removal of illegal signs. Path siding out and ensuring a safe surface for the user. Puppet rights of way maintaining clear access in the village bounday. Could link in a lot of things – we are dealing with flooding which incorporated gulleys and grips. We could approach rangers to assist with depending on partnership funding to assist us with maintaining clear access within the village boundary. Suggestions need to be put forward ahead of Nicole linking in. Clerk to action 28/9 all requests in for Nicole to raise 


	14.Street Farm ditch / stream
	Covered at point 3k

	15. Reports from County Councillor & District Councillor
	Reports shared by both.


	16. AOB
	AT – we would like to find out more around Aslacton Charities. JJ -  Geoff Gamble possible contact. AT will prepare and then look at the facts.

	17. Date of next meeting
	The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 4th November 2025 commencing at 7.30 pm

	
	There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.40pm. 



