ASLACTON PARISH COUNCIL

DRAFT MINUTES – Parish Council Meeting 1st July 2025

Venue: St Michael’s Church, Aslacton

Commencement:  7.30 p.m.

Clerk:  Nicole Ollett, Waterloo Barn, Tibenham 
 07414222878 : aslactonparishclerk@outlook.co.uk

	Present:
	Louise Thurgar (LT), Andrew Tempest (AT), Janine Jarrett (JJ), Sue Bancroft (SB),Sally Wilkinson (SW), Charlotte Bennett (CB), the Clerk (NO), Suzanne Wateridge - District Councillor and 8 members of the public

	1. Apologies for absence
	Keith Broomhall and Catherine Rowett - County Councillor

	2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of 6th May 2025

	The minutes of the meeting of 6th May 2025 were proposed as correct by JJ and seconded by SB. The minutes were approved by the Members. 

	3. Matters arising from the minutes of 4th March 2024
	The following matters arising were discussed

	3a. Housing Estate Church Road
	JJ – Objection letter sent to SNDC but no outcome on meeting. AT – No date of planning meeting yet, clerk to find out date of planning meeting and we can attend. Clerk to chase up outcome with SNDC to discuss further. Suzanne - can support with this contacting the planning officer direct. Clerk to action 

	3b.  Hedge Issues near Downsland Park 
	 JJ – Spoken to land owners and they have arranged contractors out side of the bird nesting season. September onwards is normally end of nesting season. Discussion held. Land owner responsible and this is dangerous so could be completed as emergency regardless of nesting season. Clerk to action letter to land owners mid July if works not completed.

	3c.20mph Speed limit
	AT – Prior discussion held with NO about the options to progress this. It be possible to consider a SDR to gain data and review speeding numbers to support application for speed limit change. AT main street blind bend speeding issues and best place to put this device. NO – this will need a map on location and it can be reviewed and placed at best location. Community speed watch group would be something that would help.  JJ – to write a letter requesting this to NO.

	3d. South Village notice board
	JJ – Corner of Station road and Sneath road is a suitable location. A street furniture license application has been submitted for this site and if this is agreed the old notice board will be moved. Once we have approval we will review costings.

	3e. Bonfires Model Farm
	SB – bonfires still being built. Fence panels and plastics. Not recent but a pile is building. There is a brown incinerator there and lots of materials being burnt. AT – Metal box, old water tank being used. NO – Collecting the photos and evidence which is being shared with SNDC officer. JJ – Non bonfire notice due to dry land a possibility? Clerk to action look at if this is a possibility that can be issued by council.  LT – If fire sign a call to fire brigade to attend.     

	3f. Land next to Claylans, Sneath Road
	NO – SNDC have now approved this application with no response to our letter.

	3g. East Pie Solar Scheme
	LT – Consultation tomorrow at Great Moulton village hall. NO – Objection letter sent and shared with Hempnall. Was logged with East Pie directly. SW will be attending the meeting tomorrow.

	3h. EDF
	JJ – The street / wash next to a footpath exposed wires – SN Flood officer has been supporting and contacting EDF weekly. EDF made an attempt at resolving but did not complete works appropriately and the wires are still exposed. Have advised EDF if this is not resolved that it will be reported and media will be involved, allowing a week to hear back and will go ahead with this if not completed. Discussion held about the moving the box as agreed with land owner and site has been cleared. JJ – has been looking at this working with EDF and surveyor to move this.

	3i. Hedging issues Mill Lane
	 LT – Visited resident and not been able to make contact – will try again.

	3j. Flooding to bottom of pottergate
	AT – Trench was dug. LT – Tony Tunmore will return in the summer with a digger to further dig out. Will follow up in summer when ground not so dry.

	3K. Anglian Water update re Wash Lane
	 JJ  - It has been identified surface water is not being able to run into ditches so is running into manholes filling up and causing sewerage to come out. Great Moulton PC is keen to work on this to. Going to leave until after 16th July to arrange a visit at Great Moulton with Anglian Water. Waiting until after 16th July for BESS scheme objection closes to raise this.



	4. Clerks Report

4a. Payments and Receipts


	The Clerk reported the following receipts and payments

Payments required

Clarks wages                                      £250.00

Unity Trust Bank Charges                  £6.00
VE Day costs                                     £29.39

VE Day costs                                     £108.37

Village Sign                                       £6262.00

Receipts              

none

Payment of the outstanding invoices unanimously agreed.   
 The Clerk reported a current bank balance of £15844.42 on 1/6/25
HMRC Payroll is currently being set up with NO and AT to ensure this is run.

LT refund outstanding – receipt to be sent to Clerk.



	4b. Declarations
	 AT and JJ signed updated declarations further to vote and change of positions as Chair and Vice Chair.

	5. Village Sign
	JJ – PC wrote to Charities to allow opportunity to engage with village sign. LT – 2023/24 accounts we had put aside £6000 for sign explanation of high reserves we can not change this. £800 in donations already from the maltings and bible reading. JJ - £9187 is one quote we have had so far awaiting further companies quotes. LT - Charities can not support with 50% due to funds given out on other initiatives but there maybe a smaller donation coming once the board is held next Tuesday -  we will then hear further. AT – Was believed they had more funds available but we will be thankful for any donation. JJ – Have made contact with the school and would like to add a time capsule into the plinth follow-on CB suggestion.



	6. Planning for the Paddocks, Wash Lane
	NO – no update from SNDC. SW - there has been a delay in uploading of documents to the portal from SNDC this should be resolving now though. Clerk to action and follow up if necessary.



	7. BESS
	AT – Attended meeting very good questions raised and poor answers given. SW – They did not want a formal meeting they set no chairs out and thought we would just view the boards there was no preparation. Storing and selling power and no benefit to community with no contract with national grid. AT – Dangerous time bomb. LT – has anyone seen with house insurance and what this impact would be. AT – objection letter has been drafted and JJ has drafted a detailed 11 page letter ready to be sent to SNDC, local MP and share with other PCs locally. All agreed to send letter – Proposed by LT Seconded by SW. Clerk to action. AT - As many residents as possible individually send objections.  JJ – Drafted a document to help residents write objection letters. SW – has already spread some petitions for Great Moulton PC. AT – Finish distributing the Great Moulton letters to support and share the document on social media to support. JJ to put out on Social media.



	8. Verges
	Resident has reported verges being left dangerous with not being cut along station road. Pictures are being sent to clerk but were shared with the PC during meeting. Verges being left to overgrow – County Council have been contacted and queried as to why they have not cut these as its the first meter back from the road and is near a bus stop and is no longer safe as you cant see with the overgrown edging. Historic laws of who owns what but this has not resolved and the council will not own up to being their land. LT – will approach contacts to find out more information from residents as to issues.


	9. Report from the footpath warden
	SW – Footpath number 3, Aslacton Charities have now mowed this and issue resolved. Footpath 8 Pottergate to Church road, spoke to land agent and requested post harvest this footpath be reinstated. Received a response that they will speak to tenant. Will recheck after harvest this is actioned. Ongoing issues with closet part to Woodrow lane on footpath 8 - there is a fence obstruction that you cant get through and now weeds and nettles chest height. Fence should not be on footpath as no livestock.  LT -  Clerk to try and contact the rangers for support whilst Tony T awaiting knee surgery and unable to carry out works. NO – get some photos to send as evidence when requesting works Clerk to action. JJ – let Janine know if SW sees any filled ditches to report back to Anglian Water.



	10. New planning matters since March meeting
	NO - Land at Sneath Road – 3 x new self builds – outline planning reply by 11th July. Sent to councillors prior to review. No objections from the councillors. Although reported an error in the application as labelled redundant agriculture land which is not the case. All agreed to no comment as no objections.

	10.Reports from County Councillor & District Councillor
	Shared report below
Bunwell District Councillor Report July 2025
Local Government Reorganisation – Public Consultation Opens

You will all be aware by now that under plans for local government reorganization, South Norfolk Council is the only district council proposing 2 unitaries (or two Norfolk councils) as being the best option both in terms of serving community and saving money when the district and county councils merge in two year’s time. They are proposing a split along East/West lines and you can find the details by following this link which will also take you to the public consultation that has just opened and will run until 25th July. Make sure you have your say (especially if you want to be entered into the prize draw to win one of 6 £50 Amazon vouchers or a luxury food hamper from Norfolk Food Hall!) Your Voice, Your Future

Update on Energy Projects

The next East Pye public consultation is happening on Wednesday 2nd July from 2.30 – 7.30pm at Aslacton & Great Moulton Coronation Hall. I will be attending with Councillor Catherine Rowett and Adrian’s Ramsay’s Constituency Assistant, Claire Stephenson. Although this scheme only affects Great Moulton and Aslacton primarily, there will be increased works traffic through other areas of the ward, particularly along The Turnpike I would imagine, so do go along, see the latest plans and comment if you can. If you can’t make it, there will also be a webinar on July 21st from 6.30pm to 8pm, which Adrian will be attending. All details can be found on the website Information Events — East Pye Solar but the headline news is that there is a new proposed site for the associated National Grid substation, closer to the B1134 in Tivetshall, and a new proposed site for their own substation, which is behind the proposed BESS, also on the B1134.

However, these are not set in stone and we have already discovered that the substation site in Tivetshall clashes with land already earmarked by Station Road Solar. The alternative site East Pye has proposed is nearer to Great Moulton. We will see what happens if/when Station Road Solar gets planning approval, which may be imminent.

FIELD Long Stratton hosted a disastrous public meeting about their huge 400MW BESS in Great Moulton last week where they walked out after 15 minutes because one of the team didn’t feel safe, following some rigorous questioning from residents. Great Moulton are joining forces with Wacton and residents are submitting their justified objections to SNC planning as we speak. I will be doing the same and will be calling this in to committee if the council is minded to approve it.

Finally, we must mention Tasway Energy Park, which plopped into my inbox a week ago. How anyone thinks they can build a solar energy park on Low Common is beyond me. This is an NSIP and it’s very early days but we must start amassing everything we can in the same way that Gillian Palmer did for her excellent Norwich to Tilbury submission report. I have already engaged with the Norfolk Wildlife Trust and a local ecologist and we will be walking the site in the next few weeks.

Public consultations will open in Autumn or Winter this year. It is not confirmed yet whether this will connect to the new pylons or the existing line Home - Tasway Energy Park

Finally, we are continuing to try and engage National Grid to change the Norwich to Tilbury pylon route through Bunwell Hill, a battle being bravely fought by Grae and Sam Piercy.

Items of interest coming to Full Council this month….

SPD (Supplementary Planning Document) – Custom and Self-Builds

There was a 6-week public consultation on this earlier this year. The document is now ready to be discussed and voted on by councillors at the Full Council Meeting next Monday 7th July. I will be able to discuss this more fully at our next meeting but if it affects any planning casework that I have ongoingly, be assured that I will be in touch with you sooner.

SPD - South Norfolk Landscape Susceptibility in relation to Energy Generation, Storage and Transmission

Back in 2006 SNC published a Wind Turbine Landscape Sensitivity Study – now they have commissioned The Landscape Partnership to carry out a similar study but with relation to solar, anaerobic digestion plants, BESS facilities, overhead power lines, underground cable routes and substations. There will be a public consultation opening immediately after Full Council, from 7th July, for six weeks relating to this study. Please do feed in to this – it’s so important that we ensure that South Norfolk isn’t disproportionately affected by renewable energy schemes. I will post the link on my social media pages and circulate it to parish councils as soon as it’s released.

This will then help inform renewable energy companies who are thinking of submitting a planning proposal and provide a strong framework for the planning team at SNC. I only hope it has teeth – I have yet to read the survey but again, I will be able to feed back on this at our next meeting.

Community Action Fund is now Closed - submitted two funding applications for the Carleton Rode Social Club and Village Hall (a new car park) and Aslacton & Great Moulton Youth Football Club (new perimeter rabbit-proof fencing). The panel meets next month so we should hear whether they have been successful by the end of August.


	11. AOB
	JJ – 2 x Polocies raised as outstanding during audit. Harassment and bullying Policy and the privacy Policy. Both have been shared prior with the councillors. Proposed by SB and seconded by JJ. All agreed signed by AT.

JJ – Funding opportunity from NCC may need to match some funding - delivering local highways improvements with town and parish councils. .2 x options proposed – access improvements to public rights of way – possibly for SW footpaths. Also possibly consider a small formal footway near the school. Would need to locate ownership of the land. LT – possibly looked at this previously. NO homeowners may own this not the highways so may not be simple. closing date 1st December – first in first out. Decision be made at next meeting ahead of putting in an application.



	12. Date of next meeting
	The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 9th September 2025 commencing at 7.30 pm

	
	There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.38pm. 

	
	



