ASLACTON PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Council Meeting 4th November 2025

Venue: St Michael’s Church, Aslacton

Commencement:  7.30 p.m.

Clerk:  Nicole Ollett, Waterloo Barn, Tibenham 
 07414222878 : aslactonparishclerk@outlook.co.uk

	Present:
	Louise Thurgar (LT) , Andrew Tempest (AT), Janine Jarrett (JJ), Sue Bancroft (SB),Charlotte Bennett (CB),Keith Broomhall (KB) the Clerk (NO), Catherine Rowlett County Councillor and 4 members of the public  

	1. Apologies for absence
	Sally Wilkinson (SW), Suzanne Wateridge - District Councillor a

	2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of 6th May 2025

	The minutes of the meeting of 9th September 2025 were proposed as correct by JJ and seconded by SB. The minutes were approved by the Members. 

	3. Matters arising from the minutes of 4th March 2024
	The following matters arising were discussed

	3a. Housing Estate Church Road
	AT – Latest update is the PC asked for meeting with the assistant to inspectorate we received a response and was advised to wait for full planning meeting to put our case forward to. We will await for SNDC planning movement to discuss this planning matter, due to Anglian Water Whittlingham issues are resolved planning applications are on hold. JJ – PC submitted an objections report to the Turlees report and the applicants agents letter – Agents said to council its your fault your not giving permission saying Anglia water would support and now Anglian Water is on hold. The ecology report has gaps in which we highlighted in our report.


	3b.  Hedge Issues near Downsland Park 
	NO - Hedge still not cut letter was sent to the land agent Brown and Co Norwich, two weeks ago and as of yet no response. Either best to contact Kate directly and pass details to me or I will try phoning the agent. JJ – I will contact Katie directly as an upcoming zoom meeting to be held in mid November. LT – With no response over several months we could action and charge the land owner. AT – We had waited for the nesting season to end before sending letter. Expected to speak with Katie but will cover in the call as planned in already.


	3c.20mph Speed limit
	NO – Data device has been placed to collect – increased over 2 weeks to capture school term. Will come back with update once results in to then decided next steps. AT – Met with member of the parish and we don’t feel its speeding but its a dangerous corner and this would be why we would like to expand the 20mph – to push highways would require full support and lots of evidence and cost cost up to £14k to pay highways for signage. This may not be viable currently – not everyone will support this and the costs could be high. Will review speed data when in.

	3d. South Village notice board
	NO – gone out to quote and not had any reply so can evidence attempt to gain comparisons – advise to go ahead with JJ quote. AT – Also approached tradesman and not given a quote after site visit. With procedure followed and only one quote will suggest we consider this – £750-1000 estimate. KB – Has he the appropriate insurance for working by the road. JJ – Will check this. If suitable can we vote to go ahead - AT propose SB second – All agreed



	3e. Bonfires Model Farm
	SB – Bonfire growing still. AT – taken photos today and is stacked like a bonfire and very high with fencing panels around it. SB – spoke to environment agency and did not reply so then emailed again with more information due to size – then replied he would pass my number to be dealt with. JJ – Suzanne has been to visit to after I sent some photos. SB – Carpets, plastic, painted panels and rubbish in the pile. There is a horse on site that could be de-stressed. Possibly having fireworks as a tent / marque been put up. LT – will try find horse owner ahead of fireworks.

	3f. NCC Funding for Highways
	JJ – Parish partnership awaiting response from Adam Mayo and his support is required in order to progress the grant application. Adam needs to approve the location or options for alternative locations. LT – When is closing – JJ  Closes on the 1st December. NO – Contacted by email twice followed with 2 x phone calls yesterday – NCC confirmed I had correct email but can not get through to his line to answer now out of office on. JJ – will send another direct email to Adam Mayo with a deadline.



	3g. East Pie Solar Scheme
	AT – Another letter has come through and an official one has come through – a new consultation and have listened and made some changes. Hempnall on the original spent money on professional 36 page objection letter which we supported. Hempnall still take the lead and we will continue to support them.

	3h. EDF
	JJ – Matters closed.

	3i. Hedging issues Mill Lane
	 NO – Not had update for contact details to send letter. Address confirmed as – Mr and Mrs J Howe, Maranello Woodrow Lane, Aslacton NR15 2JE possibly part address. Clerk to action


	3j. Flooding to bottom of pottergate
	AT – Not been further dug out but with the heavy rain lately there has been no flooding issues and is much better than other local areas during heavy rain.



	3K. Anglian Water update re Wash Lane
	JJ – I made a suggestion to highways / flood / NFA the stream belongs to Street farm but the verge By the Street belongs to NCC so responsibility of NCC – I suggested that NCC / highways or rangers would like to install the grips – advice back to report as a defect. Daniel who was at Anglain Water has now progressed to Norfolk water management lead of the flooding  at NCC – he has asked for a quote to clear vegetation on the street side.  The flood officer advised alternative clearing one year one side one year the other to be effective and allows the nutrients to flow. The Street Farm owners have had a letter from the flood officer but have not completed works I have been asked by the Flood Authority to get a quote from someone local to clear the vegetation beside the stream street side. Highways will put in a concrete ledge to enable surface water to flow more quickly. LT  – Is this brambles and long grass or trees as there were none of the trees there years ago. JJ – Flood alliance doesn’t manage the trees but have sent photos to the Woodlands team to inspect. It will managed by CC Woodlands team. LT – They have still not cut down red spotted trees. January is the deadline for this works. JJ - We could write to Woodlands team and ask when the works will be carried out. Clerk to action letter.


	4. Clerks Report

4a. Payments and Receipts


	The Clerk reported the following receipts and payments

Date     | Description           | Income/Outgoing | VAT   | Running Total

------------|-------------------------|------------------|---------|---------------

19/09/25  | SDNC                       | £2,892.50     | £0.00 | 

28/09/25  | Clerks Wages           | £250.00        | £0.00 | 

30/03/25  | Unity Bank Charge  | £6.00            | £0.00 | £18,037.42

22/10/25  | SDNC Dog Bins      | £225.60        | £37.60| 

22/10/25  | CIL                          | £450.00        | £0.00 | 

30/10/25  | Clerks Wages          | £250.00        | £0.00 | 

31/10/25  | Unity Bank Charge | £6.00            | £0.00 | £18,005.82

Outstanding

TBC         | Plaque                | £247.80          | £41.30| 

Grant Applications
Church £600 maintaining of church yard – green space. Total cost needed £891 but looking at streams of funding to cover full cost.

AT - We currently pay £600 in areas for costs once a year. Continue to support. This could be less if the work is not needed each year with tree work costing the most recently. JJ – Expenses are going up currently so need to be mindful – Vote to continue this payment – All agreed AT payment to be made this month . Clerk to action.

Newsletter £100 addition to £300 cost of printing and paper increase 

AT – Strong support in the community and people like to read this. Vote all agreed . Catherine Rowlett advised Norfolk community fund could support and shared a leaflet to apply.

ICLA Qualification
NO - This is a qualification for Parish clerks – Certificate in Local Council administration. I would like to ask the council if they could support the cost for myself to carry this out – I will do this in my own time so will not ask for any time back. It is currently £120 plus vat I have request 2026 prices to confirm. Vote all agreed.

Precept
NO - Vote needed in January meeting. AT – First look we will need to increase next year. Shortfall £4200 – needing 10k precept next year. Still low compared to other parishes and putting together document to evidence all the costs next year. Need to consider the following year we have elections coming to.



	5. Village Sign
	AT – unveiling next Tuesday. JJ – Older children will cross over by the sign younger children will stay by school. Press may attend if not will write a story with our own pictures taken. Andy will do a speech. Oldest and youngest will be present. They will cut a ribbon and receive a scroll inviting them back in 25 years. Vote to cover the plaque £247.80 all approved



	6. BESS
	AT – Awaiting latest updated lots of objections. Other applications ongoing for battery storage. JJ – CB sent an interesting email around about a Kent site that was refused due to insufficient water in case of fire to keep cool batteries.


	7. Verges
	LT – no straight answer to why not cut. CB – other villages have this and council say its good nature conservation. AT – lots of reduced cuttings by council. AT – close down no action needed by PC.


	8. Report from the footpath warden
	Report sent in by SW - An update on my activities as Footpath Warden:

As you have probably seen the finger post at the Plantation Road end of FP15 has been replaced.

I have again written to the land agent regarding FP6 (Pottergate Street to Church Road) as the crops are coming up now and there has been no effort to leave the footpath. Once again he has said he will contact the tenant. As yet nothing has been done. Clive, myself and the grandchildren are doing our best but it is not enough.  I propose that with PC permission if after a short while nothing has been done I approach the footpath department at the County Council and tackle this matter through them.

I have approached Christine Kinge regarding the dodgy stile at the junction of FP5 and FP5 as discussed at the last meeting.


	9. New planning matters since March meeting
	None

	10. Coopers close Footpath - Update
	JJ – Last house still not sold. One property left unfinished and animals going in.

	11. The Rangers
	NO – We have followed recent communication and have set up an account to log any works required – if you email me any thing that needs looking at but include the issue and ideally a pin point or map location I will raise these. LT – First job to raise back on Tony Tunmore’s land  - SB to get location and send to clerk to action request for a gate.


	12. Street Farm ditch / stream
	Covered under 3k

	13. Aslacton Charities
	AT – Raised at last meeting to see if we wanted to understand more. Occasionally we asked for a donation. Set up in 1927 by the PC and has not changed since. Members of the charities should be proposed and elected by PC and changed every 4 years. Would like to ask the charities - Who do the charities report to? JJ – Not heard of any elections or re-voting. LT– Before my time it was decided by PC for them to become separate. KB – Not seen any election in 20 years. AT – we ask the question – should be minuted if PC agreed to changes. Check with charities commission. JJ – PC use to rent the charity land from SNDC this disappeared. One of the trustees has a land charge across the big fen put on 6th March 1990 – why the land charge by a member of the charities? LT – Why do we want to know. Can share accounts if needed. Land and rent each year for meadows has a short grazing period and this is why the rent low and income is low which can only be spent for the community of Aslacton. AT – Will ask the questions and find out more to check out a closer link with PC.



	14. Reports from County Councillor & District Councillor
	Reports shared by email from Suzanne. Catherine – report shared in person.  


	15. AOB
	JJ – Horse located near bonfire has electric fencing along the footpath there is no signage for the public. LT to find out owners to then contact and get signs added.

JJ – Voucher for Toilet £40 to be send to clerk – approved via emails earlier agreed by Councillors prior to meeting. NO – Please send copy of receipt to issue payment.



	17. Date of next meeting
	The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 6th January 2026 commencing at 7.30 pm

	
	There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.10pm. 



